
 

1 | P a g e  
 

COMPASSIONATE GRANT GUIDELINES 

Funding Purpose: 

Compassionate grants support individuals and families in ‘necessitous circumstances’ as 
defined by the Australian Tax Office. See ** below. 

Application Process: 

1) Contact the Emergency and Disaster Recovery Grants Chairperson of the Australian Lions 
Foundation to discuss the application. (Mandatory). This is important so that guidance can 
be provided as to the possibility of a grant being made. 

2) Discuss the following with the Emergency and Disaster Recovery Grants Chairperson: 

a) The severity of hardship experienced by the beneficiary.  The background of the potential 
applicant must be considered to assess the ‘necessitous circumstances’ provision 
defined by the ATO. 

b) Indicate if the Lions Club involved (or any other voluntary organization) has already 
assisted and and previous funding assistance. 

c) The ability of the club to match, on a 50% basis, ALF funding if provided. 

d) Any further funding provided by the club. 

e) The full amount of funding being sought. 

3) Subject to in principle support from the Foundation prepare an application using the Fillable 
form on the website.  Handwritten forms will not be accepted. 

4) The form should be circulated by e-mail to the required signatories to complete using the 
digital signature. 

5) Include:  

a) Any supporting documents (e.g., from professionals). 

b) Endorsement by the District ALF Chairperson, or District Governor, Zone Chair, or 
District Executive member if not available. 

c) The District Chair will forward it to alf.edcgrants@lions.org.au. 
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Finance/Budget: 

• Quotes should be provided if applicable. 

• Include GST in purchases unless exempt. Where a third party entity is a contributor, 
discuss the management of GST with the Foundation Treasurer. 

• If no quotes, provide estimated costs with an explanation. 

• Submit a detailed budget including income and expenses. 

• Explain/identify any contributions already made by other voluntary organisation to help 
the individual or family. 

• Ideally the club or district contribution will match the grant however the Australian Lions 
Foundation may vary this provision at its discretion. Applicants should clearly identify 
the need for a higher contribution from the ALF. 

Rules: 

• A Lions Club, Leo Club, or District or Multiple District may apply for the grant; not the 
beneficiary. 

• The project cannot start before ALF approves the application. 

• Clubs and Districts must complete the provided “Accountability form” as provided on 
grant approval, within 30 days. 

ATO Definition of ‘necessitous circumstances: 

“The term 'necessitous circumstances' refers to financial necessity. It does not extend to 
needs generally. For example, being sick, incapacitated or aged are not necessitous 
circumstances on their own. 

Being in necessitous circumstances: 

• involves poverty, though it may not be abject poverty or destitution 
• does not mean just being without luxuries. 

A person is in necessitous circumstances where they don't have enough financial resources 
to have a modest standard of living in Australia.” 

Reference link. 
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https://www.ato.gov.au/businesses-and-organisations/not-for-profit-organisations/getting-started/in-detail/types-of-dgrs/l-z/necessitous-circumstances-fund

